Public Hearing on Redistricting
Panama City (June 22, 2011)
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Hearing Report

Date: June 22, 2011

City: Panama City

Location: Sarzin Lecture Hall at Gulf Coast State College

Time: 10:00am-1:00pm

Number of Speakers: 36

Total Attendance: 110

The public hearing in Panama City was held in Sarzin Lecture Hall on the campus of Gulf Coast State
College (5230 West Highway 98 Panama City, 32401). A map with directions to the hearing and
parking instructions was posted on the internet prior to the meetings. Legislative staff posted signs
outside the building and the room to provide direction to the hearing. Staff provided assistance at the
hearing by answering questions and displaying district building software outside the meeting room. The
meeting was advertised in the Panama City News Herald June 19-22, and an op-ed jointly authored by
the Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the Panama City News Herald on June
16. Notice of the meeting was published on each chamber’s website, and the public was invited to the
meetings via social media websites. The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website,
recorded, and subsequently re-aired. Thirty-six people signed up to speak at the hearing, which was
attended by 110 people. One person contacted staff prior to the hearing to accommodate a disability.
The hearing-impaired person could not understand sign language, so a Communication Access Realtime
Translation (CART) provider with a stenotype machine was brought to the hearing. Six senators and

twenty-seven representatives were present at this hearing. After hearing testimony and gathering input

from the public, legislators at the meeting were given an opportunity to comment.
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Written Comments

Please Provide Completed Form To:
Legislative Staff at the Meeting,

Fax to {§50) 487-6413

Florida Redistricting Suggestion Form

By mbmrrtmg thn Jorm, I acknowledge that my comments and suggestions may be displayed on
(e tineorg and www Hsonaie goviredinivicting or other public websites maintained by the
Florida ]egn]c:!mc Note: .fhc entirety of this Jorm is public record.
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*Would you like to receive email updates regarding Florida Redistricting? @ ves O No

Please provide detailed comments regarding your redistricting suggestion or request.
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Redistricting Hearings
June 22, 2011, Gulf Coast College, Panama City
Art Kimbrough, President/CEQ Jackson County Chamber of Commerce
850-2-482-8060 ofc; 850-209-4866 cell; arti@jacksoncounty.com

There are three messages [ have crafted that are aimed at protecting and/or strengthening
the voice of Jackson County and rural Florida in the legislature.

These three positions, or principals, are deliberately broad, but also very specific
and measurable in their goals.

My basis for these messages include years of dialogue with chamber members who have
walched the influence of rural Florida dwindle, as well as discussions with our legislative
delegation and many other civic and business leaders througheut Jackson County and

beyond.

First, [ believe rural areas constitute a "community of interest” that would benefit il their
influence is concentrated rather than dispersed. The "beach cconomy”, the "bigger city
markets", and "rural markets" each have unique needs and concerns best served by
legislators solely focused on those needs and concerns. Districts aligned according to
these “communities of interest” will be better equipped Lo articulate their common cause
and aggregate the power needed to make sure their voice is heard and their needs
addressed.

Second, Jackson County currently benefits from having 2 representatives with a strong
understanding of rural needs. Going back to jusl one representative for one county would
further weaken the political influence of rural areas like Jackson County and shift more
power to larger markets, Without strong voices from rural representatives, it is very easy
for rural concerns to be overrun by large market needs and political power. We need to
maintain coverage by two representatives with a mutual focus on rural needs.

Third, "2 mile wide, 200 mile long", winding gerrvmandered districts with multiple
environments (rural, big city, beach) make it very difficult for a representative or senator
to stay closely connected to their constituents and deliver a focused message. Creating
more compact geographic districts is extremely beneficial from a travel, logistics, and
access perspective, so long as those boundaries take into account the previous two
concerns — Concentrations of Communities of Interest, and Dual Member Representation.

If the redistricting committee and the legislature adhere to these three principals, the
specifics of where the actual lines are drawn will be a cause for celebration rather than a

cause for concern.

On behalf of the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce and myself, [ respectfully
request that the spirit of these three principals be incorporated into the strategic
framework for developing this plan for redistricting. Thank you for your time and

consideration.
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Handouts
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REDISTRICTING - 2012

REDISTRICTING MILESTONES
* JunE 20 - SEPTEMBER 1, 2011: STATEWIDE
PusLic HEARINGS

® SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 2011; INTERM
CoMmMITTEE MEETINGS

¢ January 10 - MArcH 9, 2012: REGULAR
SESSION

FEBRUARY - JUNE 2012: LEGAL REVIEWS

JUNE 4 - 8, 2012: QUALIFYING FOR STATE
AND FEDERAL OFFICES

Aucust 14, 2012: PriMARY ELECTION
Novemegr 6, 2012: GENERAL ELECTION

Senator Don Gaetz, Chair
www.flsenate gov/redistricting
103 Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, F1. 32399-1100
(850) 487-5855
RedistrictFlorida@flsenate.gov

www.floridaredistricting.org
400 House Office Building
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
(850) 488-3928

mydistrict

REDISTRICTING

www.ﬂoridandistricting.m.g ?nd
W.ﬁsena!e.gov/ Redistricting
b rn more about creating

feas
@ our own house; senate,

submitting Y
and congressionz\ maps-
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Draw and Submit Your Own Districts

District Builder is a full-featured web application with 2010 Census data for drawing
Florida Senate, Florida House, and Congressional districts and submitting them to the
Legislature. Submitting your plan is one of the best ways to show what works for your
community. Citizens have full and easy access to the same web application and
information that Senators and professional staff use.

To start using District Builder you need:

¢ A personal account. Choose “District Builder” at www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting
to register.

¢ Display resolution of 1024 x 768 or higher.

¢ A broadband Internet computer and mouse. Firefox (3.6 and 4.0) and Internet
Explorer (7 and 8) are supported (Internet Explorer 9 and Opera are not). Your
browser must be set to allow JavaScript and pop-ups from “flsenate.gov.”

For full details, see https://db10.flsenate.gov/db1/help.

When you decide to submit your plan for public consideration, it will be published at
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/Plans with a standard set of
interactive map links, reports, downloads, and maps. Otherwise, your personal plans
are stored on secure severs and exempt from inspection and copying. See
§11.0431(2)(e), Fla. Stat.

The Florida House of Representatives is building its own web application. To learn
about “MyDistrictBuilder,” see www.floridaredistricting.org. The fact that the
Senate and House systems are different is a plus. Each has unique features, and
citizens can choose which better meets their needs.

Full-featured redistricting systems typically cost thousands of dollars per user. The
overarching goal shared by the Florida Senate and Florida House is giving everyone
free and easy access to all the same tools and data the Legislature is using.

With innovative technologies and joint public hearings, the Florida Legislature is
promoting the most open, accessible, and interactive redistricting ever.
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Displays Prepared by Florida Senate

District 1

Florida Con gressional\\T -

Districts (2002-2012) |

& 2010

g _— 2010 2010 Deviation
- -+ District Congressman i
¥t Population Ideal Count %
: 1 Jeff Miller 694,158 696,345 -2,187 -0.3%
2 Steve Southerland 737,519 696,345 41,174 5.9%
4 Ander Crenshaw 744,418 696,345 48,073 6.9%
) 1 1 % CH
{ \ S
\"\ b o ; .|
) = Districs | '/‘» Districeq - NP S B e e |
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(W g | 43 : ! e
/ “District3 L ’, Divicts ‘ p 2 District 7
S pistrict 2 District 10
s B i \ " District 11
Florida State House D e
[ 2
Districts (2002-2012) j{
. : 2010 2010 2010 Deviation
Dist. State Representative
Pop. Ideal Count %
1 Douglas Vaughn "Doug" Broxson 159,402 156,678 2,724  1.7%
2 ClayIngram 139,453 156,678 -17,225 -11.0%
3 ClayFord 126,253 156,678 -30,425 -19.4%
4  Matt Gaetz 144,198 156,678 -12,480 -8.0%
5 Brad Drake 154,014 156,678 -2,664 -1.7%
6  Jimmy Patronis 147,936 156,678 -8,742 -5.6%
7  Marti Coley 169,309 156,678 12,631 8.1%
8 AlanB. Williams 152,934 156,678 -3,744 -2.4%
9  Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda 147,197 156,678 -9,481 -6.1%
10 Leonard L. Bembry 151,214 156,678 -5,464 -3.5%
11 Elizabeth W. Porter 163,223 156,678 6,545 4.2%
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Florida State Senate
Districts (2002-2012)

District

g b

Senator Mike Harsdoy
The Crpitol, Tlldarse:

The Florida Senate
plos. Presidenn

99:1100
Reappectionment Comminee phooe: (S0) 4875855
g e pov Redisnicting

Senator 2010_
Population
2 Greg Evers 449,902
3 Charles S. "Charlie" Dean, Sr. 495,081
4 Don Gaetz 433,628
6 Bill Montford 451,464

2010 2010 Deviation

Ideal Count %
470,033 -20,131 -4.3%
470,033 25,048 5.3%
470,033 -36,405 -7.7%
470,033 -18,569 -4.0%

Population Deviations of
Current Florida House Districts
Relative to 2010 Census
Ideal district population (156,678)

Mg By,
The Florida Senate

Sermine Mike Hieidipokn, Prosiden
The Caphod, Tallshassee, Flonda 325951100

Population Deviations of

Relative to 2010 Census

2000
15,982,378
25

Total Resident Population, Di ial Census

Number of Congressional Districts

®

shoze 75855
Baapswwee flsenste ponRodistricting

Ideal District Population (Congressional Districts) 639,295
Maximum Number of State Senate Districts 40
Ideal District Population (State Senate Districts) 399,559
N Number of State Representative Districts 120
Ideal Population (State Representative Districts) 133,186

Current Florida Senate Districts

Ideal district population (470,033)

Population Deviations of
Current Congressional Districts
Relative to 2010 Census

2010
18,801,310

L, 1
I 1oce than 20% underpopuiated

Ideal district population (696,345)

I 159 10 20% uncerpopulsted
B 10% to 15% underpopulated
1 6% to 10% underpopuiated
2% to 6% underpopulated
+/- 2% of ideal popuation
2% to 6% overpopulated
1 6% to 10°% overpopuiated
T 10% to 15% overpopulated
I 5% to 20% overpopulated
I 110ce than 20% overpopuiated
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